As the fibrescopes proliferate, so the need for an authoritative and practical work on this subject increases. Now that the small intestine can be seen from both ends, and the intervening area can be biopsied under remote control, there is no part from which smaller and smaller biopsies cannot be taken and presented to the pathologist. Since many of the advances in this subject have been the product of clinical studies, this puts the pathologist on his mettle.
'Mucosal biopsy of the gastrointestinal tract' is comprehensive and reasonably short. The pathology and significance of gastritis is described and discussed in detail and the author's classification will be known to readers of this Journal. The object of this work is to provide a comprehensive account of the pathology of the auditory system, stopping at the internal auditory meatus, so to speak, where the neurologists take over. The audience the author hoped for 'is the advanced student and in particular the postgraduate who is training in otolaryngology or pathology'. His method is to proceed from without in, preceding any pathology by an account of the normal anatomy and histology supplemented as required by an extremely effective historical review. The study of the external ear and middle ear cleft is presented along logical traditional lines until one realizes at page 278 that the general pathology has not only been presented painlessly but that a very substantial account of otosclerosis has been included.
The pathology of the inner ear and deafness is really a monograph unifying the histopathology, audiometry, and biochemistry of the disordered labyrinthine and vestibular systems, the whole copiously illustrated, prominently by electromicrographs. Though Imrich Friedmann is an acknowledged master of electron microscopy in otology and in the experimental use of the tissue cultured otocyst he gives these topics no more than their due place. The whole work is characterized by judicious balance.
The bibliography and index are outstandingly good. The former is a necessary supplement to the inevitably sketchy chapter on neoplasia. The whole book is written in a style which makes for easy reading and comprehension. The detailed methodology in the third, technical, section will ensure its use by a wider market than the author envisaged. This is an important contribution to pathology, which is recommended read- 
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The cost ofpathological investigations has, perhaps, been more in the forefront of the American doctor's mind than in that of the average British doctor, but the state of the National Health Service is forcing us all to take a close look at the work we do in an attempt both to cut the cost and to improve the service to the patient. In this book the Director of Microbiology at Hartford Hospital, Connecticut, looks at quality, cost, and clinical relevance of the service provided by microbiological lab-
